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1. This report concerns a planning application for an anaerobic digestion (AD) 
plant at North Pickenham.  Full details of the proposal are set out in the 
original committee report (copy attached). 

2. The proposal was considered by Planning Committee on 19th October 2015, 
when it was resolved to defer the application to allow further consideration to 
be given to traffic issues in the light of the concerns raised by the Highway 
Authority.  

3. Since the deferral of the application, further discussions have taken place with 
both the applicant and the Highway Authority, and revised access proposals 
have been submitted by the applicant.  Additional information about existing 
and proposed traffic movements has also been provided.  

4. To address concerns about increased traffic movements through North 
Pickenham, an alternative access route is now proposed via the Hilborough 
Road and the former Airfield.  Use of this route would ensure that deliveries to 
and from the southern part of the South Pickenham Estate would not pass 
through the main village or pass the local school.  Some localised highway 
improvements, including passing places, are proposed to the Hilborough 
Road between its junction with the B1077 and the Airfield.  

5. As before, deliveries from the northern part of the South Pickenham Estate 
would be routed to the plant via Whitegate Road and North Pickenham Road.  
Although the applicant considers that the proposed AD plant would not result 
in any significant increase in traffic movements here (as farm traffic already 
uses this route), some improvements to this road are also proposed.  
Although not as extensive as the improvements proposed originally (when all 
traffic was to be routed here), the proposed improvements would include 
localised widening, provision of passing places and additional signage to the 
southern section of Whitegate Road.  

6. The applicant has reaffirmed that all energy crops (maize and beet) would be 
sourced from the South Pickenham Estate, and that a 20 year contract 
(without a break clause) is being negotiated.  It is anticipated that the majority 
of maize would be delivered to the AD plant in a 4 week period during the 
normal harvest period (mid September to end of November).  This would 
equate to 24 deliveries a day for this 4 week period.  No other deliveries of 
biomass would be made at this time.  

7. Energy beet would be delivered to the plant throughout the year, other than 
when maize was being delivered.  Existing facilities on the farm would be 
used to store harvested beet until required.  On this basis, on average around 



14 deliveries of beet would be required per week, which would generally be 
made in one day.

8. Dry digestate produced by the plant would be back hauled following the 
delivery of beet.  Such back hauling would need to take place only one week 
in every four to ensure that no additional vehicle movements were generated.  
Liquid digestate would be pumped directly to an existing lagoon.  Further 
movement by tanker would be limited as an extensive irrigation system is in 
use.  As a result less fertiliser would be imported onto the farm.

9. Liquid and solid waste from the adjacent poultry farm, which is currently 
transported off site, would be sent directly to the AD plant or the storage 
lagoon.  A reduction in traffic movements would thus result in this respect.

10. Both maize and energy beet are currently grown on the South Pickenham 
Estate, as well as a range of other crops.  Whilst the amounts and locations of 
crops grown have varied from year to year, it is noted that in the past much of 
the farm’s output has been exported via the A47.  Given that a significant part 
of the South Pickenham Estate land is located to the south of the A47, like the 
proposed AD plant, it is not unreasonable to assume in broad terms that 
many of the movements to transport maize and beet to the AD plant would be 
on the local road network in any event.  

11. The Highway Authority has confirmed that it now supports the proposal 
subject to conditions relating to off-site highway improvements, delivery 
routes and feedstock amounts and sources. These matters would be covered 
by the proposed planning conditions and section 106 agreement.

12.    In response to the revised proposals submitted, North Pickenham Parish 
Council has requested that, should permission be granted, off-site highway 
improvements are required, access routes specified and controls imposed on 
noise/odour emissions.  These matters would be covered by the proposed 
planning conditions.

13. RECOMMENDATION: On the basis of the foregoing it is considered that 
proposed is acceptable in traffic terms.  For the reasons set out in the 
previous committee report, the proposal is considered to the acceptable in all 
other respects.  It is therefore recommended that planning permission is 
granted subject to conditions relating to external materials, site levels, 
landscaping, tree protection, archaeology, external lighting, noise and odour 
management, feedstock limits, off-site highway improvements, access routes, 
drainage, pollution control and contamination.  Approval would also be 
subject to the completion of a section 106 agreement requiring maize and 
energy beet to be sourced only from the South Pickenham Estate.  


